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The Future of Certification 
Is 100% certification of the market 
possible? 



• WGBC Member Survey results 

• Peter Templeton, USGBC  

• AnneMarie van Doorn, DutchGBC  

• Anne-Claire Freyd, FranceGBC 

• Panel discussion 

Outline of Session 
 



World GBC Mission – where does certification fit in? 

• Mission of World Green Building Council is to enable green 

building and sustainable communities through leadership and 

market transformations  

 

• Certification is one way we can achieve this but is it the silver 

bullet? 

 

• Do we want 100% certification or is a multi-faceted approach 

needed? 
: 



Our Certification Aims 

• At COP21 Green Building Councils committed to green an 

area twice the size of Singapore 

 

 

• More than 1.25 billion square metres of buildings will be 

registered, renovated or certified as green building space by 

2020 
 

 
 

 

 

 



WorldGBC Member Survey  
 

Focus on certification results 

 



Membership Survey 

53 GBCs participated 

 

• 45% established 

 

• 21% emerging 

  

• 34% prospective 

 

Africa 
8% 

Americas 
27% 

Asia Pacific 
26% 

Europe 
26% 

Middle East and 
North Africa 

(MENA) 
13% 



How many GBCs use ratings tools? 

[CATEGORY NAME], 64% 

[CATEGORY NAME], 36% 

Do administer a rating tool Do not administer a rating tool 

PROSPECTIVE, 
7, 28% 

EMERGING, 5, 
20% 

ESTABLISHED, 
13, 52% 

PROSPECTIVE EMERGING ESTABLISHED 



Certification – opportunity and challenge! 

Challenge Opportunity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Certification 
fatigue 

Costs of 
process , not 

only the 
certificate 

 Interest for 
certification 

Certifications 
are a must 

have for new 
buildings 

 
Complex 

certification 
systems 

 

Certifications 
provides 

opportunity for 
new education 

 

Lack of 
benchmarks 

and 
consistency 

 



0.5% 

0.5% 

0.6% 

0.9% 

0.3% 

0.5% 

0.5% 

1.4% 

1.3% 

1.3% 

8.5% 

11.2% 

ESTABLISHED EMERGING PERSPECTIVE 

Average amount of Certified green 

building space in regional markets (m2) 

% of residential building stock 

% industrial building stock 

% public building stock 

(government owned buildings, 

schools, hospitals) 

% of commercial building stock >1% - 29% 

>1% - 30% 

>1% - 3.5% 

>1% - 30% 



 
 
 Commercial Building Stock  

– % by market   

Certified Non-certified 

5%  

95%  

We have only 

registered avg 

5% of 

commercial 

buildings in each 

market.  

 

Is that enough?  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s hear from you! 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Peter Templeton 

 USGBC  

 

 















 

 

 

 

 

AnneMarie van Doorn 

 DutchGBC  

 

 



Dutch Green Building Council 

Role of Certification 

 

 

Annemarie van Doorn 



Six roles, to achieve the mission 

DGBC is a not-for-profit organization with 386 participants  

Communicate 
• DGBC communicates independently about innovations, best-practices, projects and news 

 

Educate 
• DGBC offers BREEAM trainings and courses, and education programs on themes related to 

the built environment such as circular economy and health/wellbeing for professionals  

 

Connect 
• As an independent non-profit organisation DGBC connects participants, government, end-

users and other stakeholders in the construction and real-estate sector 

 

Certify 
• DGBC issues certificates to measure the sustainability of urban environments as well as to 

offer the market a common language of sustainability 

 

Encourage 
• DGBC stimulates sustainability of the urban environment by sharing knowledge, developing 

tools, initiating investigations. 

 

Inspire 
• DGBC inspires its members by meetings around sustainability and personal leadership. 

  



BREEAM-NL Scheme’s 

• 2008: start of DGBC 

– Amsterdam Zuid-As business district 

– Market driven; need for a international language to communicate and measure 

on sustainability ambitions 

– BREEAM adopted 

 

• 2010: launch of the New Construction scheme 

– 2017/ 2018: Update: Refurbishment and Fit Out and New Construction 

• Health and Wellbeing 

• Circular Economy 

• Net Zero 

• 2011: In-Use 

– Last september at the WGBW: Launch of the 2016 In-Use version 

• 2012: Area (re)development 

• 2013: Demolition 

• 2016: Residential  

 

 

 



Ambition DGBC 

• Nearly 700 buildings certified  

– 450 New Construction 

– 250 In-Use 

• 4.5 million m2 

 

• Succesful, but… only 1% of the Dutch commercial buildings stock 

 

• Ambition of the DGBC: “a sustainable built environment” 

 

• DGBC will launch a Deltaplan to accelerate the achievement of the Paris 
Climate goals 

– More ambitious than goverment rules  

– DGBC at National Climate Summit 

– DGBC Green Leadship Summit 

 

• First step: insight in the Dutch building stock 
– 10 mintues Green Building Scan, based on BREEAM 

 
 

 

 



Dutch Green Building Scan 

25 

Dutch commercial building stock 

Indicative score 
 

Green Building 
Scan 

 
 Certificate 

450.000 

600 



Green Building Scan 



Green Building Scan  



Green Building Scan: prefilled data 



Green Building Scan: Tips and Tops 



Conclusion 

 

 

To achieve a sustainable built environment we 

need a shared language, a shared ambition, 

clear goals and leadership  

 

DGBC is acknowledged by the Dutch market, 

government and NGO’s to facilitate all these 

topics   

 

 



Annemarie van Doorn  

A.vandoorn@dgbc.nl  

mailto:A.vandoorn@dgbc.nl


 

 

 

 

Anne-Claire Freyd, 

 FranceGBC 

 

 



The future of 

certification – the 

French vision 

Anne-Claire Freyd 

International officer 

October 17th 2016 
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– Deuxième niveau 

• Troisième niveau 

– Quatrième niveau 

» Cinquième niveau 

Modifiez le style du titre CONTENTS 

1. HQE figures 

2. Stakes 

3. Focus on affordability and social housing 

4. Tool for self-assessment 

5. Partnerships with GBCs 



• Modifiez les styles du texte du masque 

– Deuxième niveau 

• Troisième niveau 

– Quatrième niveau 

» Cinquième niveau 

Modifiez le style du titre 

Total of over 68 million sqm of certified projects. 

160+ certified professionals in France and abroad. 

HQE figures as of December 2015 



• Modifiez les styles du texte du masque 

– Deuxième niveau 

• Troisième niveau 

– Quatrième niveau 

» Cinquième niveau 

Modifiez le style du titre 



• Modifiez les styles du texte du masque 

– Deuxième niveau 

• Troisième niveau 

– Quatrième niveau 

» Cinquième niveau 

Modifiez le style du titre MAJOR URBANIZATION  



• Modifiez les styles du texte du masque 

– Deuxième niveau 

• Troisième niveau 

– Quatrième niveau 

» Cinquième niveau 

Modifiez le style du titre 

• Affordability 

• Sustainability 

• Quality of life (focus on comfort and health) 

• Biodiversity 

 

• Example in Colombia, 2600-unit affordable housing project 

 

 

 

HQE FOR SOCIAL HOUSING 

 
 

 



• Modifiez les styles du texte du masque 

– Deuxième niveau 

• Troisième niveau 

– Quatrième niveau 

» Cinquième niveau 

Modifiez le style du titre 

Launched in October for the French market: online tool for self-

assessment of environmental building performance. 

 

THE FUTURE: SELF-ASSESSMENT TOOL 

Safe 

User-friendly 

LCA 

calculation 

tool 

Expert 

tool 



• Modifiez les styles du texte du masque 

– Deuxième niveau 

• Troisième niveau 

– Quatrième niveau 

» Cinquième niveau 

Modifiez le style du titre OUR PARTNERSHIP STRATEGY 

• Our GBC is open to partnerships 

• Example: Morocco GBC providing HQE initial training for professionals  

• GBCs can become a knowledge center 

• Our team can participate in your green building events 
 



• Modifiez les styles du texte du masque 

– Deuxième niveau 

• Troisième niveau 

– Quatrième niveau 

» Cinquième niveau 

Modifiez le style du titre 

JOIN THE MOVEMENT FOR 

PERFORMANCE AND QUALITY OF LIFE 

To know more: international@hqegbc.org 

 

www.behqe.com   

mailto:international@hqegbc.org
http://www.behqe.com/


Questions for discussion 
 

• All GBCs should be striving to “green” 100% of their country’s 

buildings – is your GBC aiming for 100% certification, or do you 

see certification as a ‘lever’ to stimulate wider market 

transformation? 

 

• What additional activities – complementary to certification - do 

you believe will stimulate that market transformation? 

 

• Does your GBC need to change its certification approach to 

lead to deeper market penetration? 
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